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"Creating a new pathway in the brain of offenders."

Mission
Statement
To strengthen, improve and
transform the lives of crime
victims and survivors by offering programs that will open
dialogue between victims and
offenders, and provide offenders with insight into the aftermath of trauma their victims/
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Letter from the Director
VVH continues to
make strides in our work
to make Delaware a place
where victims’ voices are
heard and in helping to
create a new pathway in
the brain of offenders. It
has been an exciting 6
months!
Since our last news
letter we have opened
two new facilities where
we are now teaching the
Victim Impact: Listen and
Learn program, and we
have hired two new facilitators. Both of our new
teaches have a wealth of
experience under their
belt and are already doing a wonderful job helping offenders understand
the impact of crime on
victims.
Last year I had a conversation with a Department of Correction administrator who felt the
Victim Impact program
could be beneficial in one
of the work release centers in Wilmington . We
signed a contract with
the DOC in February and
are now facilitating the
program at Plummer

Community Center. This
is a testament that the
work we are doing has
merit.
In addition we hired
two new Facilitators and
four new Board Members
who are anxious to help
us grow and improve our
work. We are excited
about what the future
holds for us as a nonprofit that is working to
end repeated violence in
our state.
Lastly, please take time
to read an article written
by Meredith Gardner.
Meredith is the youngest
person to ever participate
in the dialogue program.
She is also the first person
in Delaware to meet with
an offender who did not
take responsibility for the
crime. Her words are
powerful and the transformation that has taken
place in her life is remarkable. I’m glad I was
able to step outside my
“comfort zone” in facilitating this type of dialogue. It has proven to me
that I to must continue to
listen to the voices and

needs of all victims.
We value your support and look forward to
finding new ways to
serve victims and offenders in our state. Please
feel free to share your
input and idea’s with us
by visiting our website
and
emailing
me directly.
Peace,
Kim
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Outstanding Volunteer of the Year: Renea Tate
On April

19th Renea
Tate received
the Out-

standing Volunteer of the
Year Award.

The Award is
presented each year, by the Delaware Victims’

Rights Task Force (DVRTF), to an individual in our
state who has dedicated themselves to improving
the lives of victims’ in our state. Executive Director,

Renea met with and forgave the offender in 2011

for the award.

Renea is a guest speaker in all the facilities where we

and DVRTF member, Kim Book nominated Renea
Renea’s 12 year old daughter Kayla and her

friend, 10 year-old Ta’Shaun, were killed on a

through our severe violence dialogue program. Today
teach the Victim Impact: Listen and Learn program.
Her story impacts the lives of drug and alcohol of-

church van in Bridgeville in 2009 . The van was hit fenders in a powerful way. Thank you Renea. Your
by an unlicensed driver who was on his way to buy

a $20 piece of crack and was traveling at 104 mph.

voice is helping to create a new pathway in the brain
of offenders.

Meredith is moving forward with her life
My name is Meredith Gardner
and when I was 12 years old

Clifford Wright, who does not to
this day take responsibility for the
crime he

committed,
murdered my
mother, Tamela

Gardner. As a 12year-old girl, I
did not really

needed to see the man who killed

understand what

my mom and her friend Gabe. At

was going on.

12 years old I did not have any

know was that I

but I did know I would not stop

One thing I did

idea how I was going to do that
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moving forward, cont.
until I did. About three years ago I

the ones that were almost impos-

of facing my fears. Before I met

went to the Victims’ Tribute . It is a

sible. All of these things prepared

with him I was having night-

Weeks, months, days before the

painful anxiety. Seeing Cliff in

memorial tribute that happens

every year around springtime. I
listened to Kim Book speak; she

talked about the dialogue program,

me so well to meet with Cliff.
dialogue took place I was not

nervous, I was empowered and

mares, terrible thoughts and

the prison showed me that he is

exactly where he belongs, that’s

putting things behind her and living ready to go. I knew everything I
a better life. At the end of the

wanted to say; I had it all written

where he will remain for the rest

Tribute I went up to her and said, “I

down. An hour before I was sup-

with him because it took a lot of

want to do that some day.” Being

posed to go into the prison, my

the emotions I was feeling off of

you’re ready let me know and we

friend and I were all waiting anx-

Cliff, I have felt free. He has no

can.

iously in the Wawa parking lot

power over me anymore. I am

mendous ways that most people

how nervous I could be before

life.

cannot even imagine. Growing up

something. I had the option of
backing out and not going

coming close friends with Kim

think of, let alone being a girl with-

through with it but I knew that

Book, I am participating in the

ety; post-traumatic stress disorder

regret in life. I went into that

Program; talking to groups of

and so do several of my family

prison, as prepared as I would

offenders about my story and

sure there will never be a day that

to be scared about. Kim Book had

feel like I can help someone by

goes by where I won’t think about

told me “He cannot hurt you any-

helping them understand what it

In October of 2012 I contacted

your mother away.” And she was

also changed my major in college

VVH, through e-mail saying I was

right; nothing he could say would

to human services because VVH

with Clifford Wright the man who

During the dialogue I was em-

about 15 years old she said when

This crime affected my life in tre-

without a mom is the worst thing to
out her mom. I have extreme anxi-

members. Every day is hard and I’m

her.

ready to start the process of meeting

dad, Aunt, Best friend and my Boy

inside of our car. I never know

would most likely be my biggest

ever be. I knew that I had nothing

more than he already has; he took

hurt me.

killed my mother. The process flew

powered and ready. I said every-

by, I answered questions with Kim

thing I needed to say. Even

Book during our sessions, filled pa-

through Cliff does not take re-

talked about different scenarios that

know it was him and nothing he

happened and talked about the

said changed my opinion at all.

pers out, talked about my mom,

many possible outcomes, along with

sponsibility for the crime; I still

Sitting across from him was part

of his life. I also wanted to meet

my chest. Since meeting with

free and can move on with my
Since being in contact and be-

Victim Impact: Listen and Learn

how it affects my life makes me

is like to be on the victims’ side. I

has helped my discover what I
want to do with the rest of my

life. I have a story and I want to
tell it.
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Meet the new faces of VVH
Sandra Greenfield is our newest VVH employee. Sandra began teaching the Victim
Impact: Listen and Learn program at Howard R. Young Correctional Institution

(HRYCI) in Wilmington in April. Sandra has a Bachelor of Science Degree in Secondary Education from the University of Delaware, A Master’s in Human Sexuality

Education from Widener University, and is Doctoral Candidate in Human Sexuality
Education at Widener University. Sandra is a Victims’ Advocate and has facilitated

many groups. Much of her experience is with abuse of power, violence, physical and

sexual abuse and in working to prevent victimization. We welcome Sandra as part of
our staff and looking forward to what her experience can bring to our program at
HRYCI.

Carol Eagle, a new hire, began teaching the Victim Impact: Listen and Learn program at

the Plummer Community Center in Wilmington in February. Carol has a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Sociology, Masters in Basic Education, and Masters in Curriculum and Instruction from Delaware State University. The Plummer Center is a work release center for
offenders who will soon be released. Carol has been a Life Skills teacher at James T.

Vaughn Correctional Center in Smyrna for 20 years. She comes to us with a wealth of
experience in working with incarcerated individuals. We are proud to have her as a
teacher for our program.

New facilities/More programs
In the fall of 2011 we began the Victim Impact: Listen and Learn pro-

gram in two facilities with a Bryne Grant from the Criminal Justice Coun-

cil; Sussex Correctional Institution in Georgetown and Central Violation of
Probation in Smyrna. Today, less than a year and a half later, we are

teaching the program in four facilities. Our newest facilities are; Howard

R Young Correctional Institution in Wilmington is funded through a grant
from the Longwood Foundation; the Plummer Community Center is

funded by the Department of Correction (DOC). We are excited to be expanding our programming due to funding from both Longwood and the
DOC.

For more information on Restorative Justice and Victim Impact:
Listen and Learn, please call 302.697.7005 or
e-mail kim@victimsvoicesheard.org
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Welcome new Board members!
Jordan Casey- A Juris Doctor Candidate at Widener University School of Law,

Mr. Casey has worked with The Homeless Advocacy Project (H.A.P.) a legal aid

organization is designed to meet the legal and advocacy needs of homeless individuals and families in Philadelphia. HELP: MLP, a collaboration between

Widener University School of Law and Chester health care providers, aims to
improve client well-being by providing legal and social service assistance to
address the social determinants of health.

Mark Lally- Mr. Lally provides more than thirty two years of governmental af-

fairs experience across federal and state legislatures and departmental agencies.
His business, M.S. Lally & Associates provides Lobbying and Consulting services
for corporations, industry associations, and non-profit organizations requiring
expert assistance evaluating and managing forces that drive legislative processes affecting their interests. Prior to working with U.S. Senator Thomas R.

Carper as Regional Director, Mark served twenty-four years in Law Enforcement as a Delaware State Trooper.

Kerry McElwee- Ms. McElwee has worked in the human services field since

1992. Graduate of Cazenovia College with BS in Community Social Services

and currently working on MS in Forensic Psychology from Walden University.

Ms. McElwee is employed at the Department of Justice as a victim advocate for
elderly victims of crime. Her career has focused on serving victims of crime

through mediation, severe violence dialogue and victim advocacy. Ms. McEl-

wee worked with VVH before it became its own independent program, training
with Kim for the severe violence dialogue.

Vincent Weeks- As a 30 year DuPont employee, Mr. Weeks has volunteered

with Delaware Hospice, American Red Cross and United Way to name a few.

Mr. Weeks is an ordained minister of gospel working with New Heart Minis-

tries, Newark DE. He is currently employed with DiSabantino Maintenance Co.,
conducting ergonomics assessments at Wilmington area DuPont worksites. He

is a graduate of Spring Hill College where is obtained his BS in General Business
and Legal Studies. His mission in life is to make a positive impact to improve the
lives of all people.

Kim Book
Executive Director
Victims' Voices Heard Inc.
P.O. Box 576
Camden, DE 19934
302.697.7005

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
www.victimsvoicesheard.org

Thank you donors!
Victims’ Voices Heard would not be possible without the generous support of our donors. The
funds you contribute are crucial to helping us fulfill our commitment to creating new ways for offenders to view how their crime has impacted victims.
Thank you for your contribution– every donation helps!
Mail to: Victims' Voices Heard Inc., P.O. Box 576, Camden, DE 19934
Name
Address

Phone
Make check or money order payable to Victims’ Voices Heard

Donation Amount

